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THE WORLD IS WATCHING SYRIA 

 

 

 

 

http://teachingkidsnews.com/2013/09/02/1-world-looking-syria/ by Joyce Grant, published in Teaching 

Kids News 9.2.2013 

Countries around the world are trying to figure out what, if anything, to do about the situation in Syria. 

The Middle Eastern country has been waging a civil war since 2011. That’s when Syrians began to protest against the 

country’s 13-year-president, Bashar al-Assad. Instead of listening to the people’s call for better living conditions, al-Assad 

and his supporters fought violently against the protesters. 

The two groups have been fighting ever since. 

On Aug. 21 many people were hurt or killed in an attack by al-Assad and his government forces; the deaths appear to 

have been due to “chemical weapons.” There are reports that put the number of people killed by the chemicals at more 

than 1,400. 

Many countries, including the U.S. and Canada, are condemning (putting down) Syria’s government because it used the 

deadly chemicals against thousands of its own people. 

The United Nations has also condemned Syria’s use of chemical weapons. Chemical weapons are not considered 

acceptable by most countries in the world. The United States wants to do something more than just use words to punish 

al-Assad; they are still trying to figure out what action they may take against Syria’s government and al-Assad. 

In the meantime, there are many questions surrounding the situation in Syria. 

For one thing, Assad denies using chemical weapons. Doctors who treated the people who had been attacked, however, 

say a chemical weapon was definitely used. Proving that it was al-Assad, however, “is not a slam-dunk,” according to 

some members of the military quoted in the New York Times newspaper. The United Nations recently sent weapons 

inspectors into the country; they will write a report on what they found. 

Other issues include what, specifically, should be done to punish al-Assad and prevent further attacks; and whether 

countries such as Canada should help the U.S. do something. Canada’s Prime Minister, Stephen Harper, said Canada 

supports the U.S. but will not send troops to Syria. 

The situation in Syria is complicated and difficult, but the world is reluctant to turn a blind eye to what is happening. 

Directions: READ the article below carefully and annotate 

To annotate: 

1. Demonstrate close reading throughout the entire text by 

a.) Showing areas of confusion-squiggle lines unfamiliar words or confusing phrases 

b.) Marking the text for importance. For instance, you could circle names of people, 

box statistics and dates, underline key facts. NO HIGHLIGHTING until you have 

read the article multiple times. 

http://teachingkidsnews.com/2013/09/02/1-world-looking-syria/


  

   

Directions:  step 1-Read the excerpt from:  

“9 questions about Syria you were too embarrassed to ask” By Max Fisher, Published: 8/29/2013, The Washington Post 

              Step 2-paraphrase the excerpt in your own words 

                        and prepare to discuss in class seminar  

                               
What is Syria? 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                   _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                                                   _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
                                                   _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                                      ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“Syria is a country in the Middle East, along the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea. It’s about the same size as Washington state  

with a population a little over three times as large – 22 million.  Syria is very diverse, ethnically and religiously, but most Syrians are 

ethnic Arab and follow the Sunni branch of Islam. Civilization in Syria goes back thousands of years, but the country as it exists today 

is very young. Its borders were drawn by European colonial powers in the 1920s. Syria is in the middle of an extremely violent civil war. 

Fighting between government forces and rebels has killed more 100,000 and created 2 million refugees, half of them children.” 
 

 
Paraphrase in 

your own 

words. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/max-fisher/2012/10/10/9d0a891e-12e7-11e2-a16b-2c110031514a_page.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/un-says-child-refugees-fleeing-syria-violence-tops-1-million-mark/2013/08/23/b63571d6-0bb3-11e3-89fe-abb4a5067014_story.html


  

  
 
 

Directions:  step 1-Read the excerpt from:  

“9 questions about Syria you were too embarrassed to ask” By Max Fisher, Published: 8/29/2013, The Washington Post 

              Step 2-paraphrase the excerpt in your own words 

                          and prepare to discuss in class seminar 

 

Why are people in Syria killing each other?                                              
 
 
 
                                             
 
                                                                                                                       
         ________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________ 
 
              ________________________________________________ 
 
          ________________________________________________ 
 
          ________________________________________________ 
 
              
          ________________________________________________ 
 
          ________________________________________________ 
 
          ________________________________________________ 
 
          ________________________________________________ 
 
          ________________________________________________ 
 
          _______________________________________________ 

“The killing started in April 2011, when peaceful protests inspired by earlier 

revolutions in Egypt and Tunisia rose up to challenge the dictatorship 

running the country. The government responded — there is no getting 

around this — like monsters. First, security forces quietly killed activists. Then 

they started kidnapping, raping, torturing and killing activists and their 

family members, including a lot of children, dumping their mutilated 

bodies by the sides of roads. Then troops began simply opening fire on 

protests. Eventually, civilians started shooting back. 

Fighting escalated from there until it was a civil war. Armed civilians 

organized into rebel groups. The army deployed across the country, 

shelling and bombing whole neighborhoods and towns, trying to terrorize 

people into submission. They’ve also allegedly used chemical weapons, 

which is a big deal for reasons I’ll address below. Volunteers from other 

countries joined the rebels, either because they wanted freedom and 

democracy for Syria or, more likely, because they are jihadists who hate 

Syria’s secular government. The rebels were gaining ground for a while 

and now it looks like Assad is coming back. There is no end in sight.” 

 

 

Paraphrase in your own words. 

 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/max-fisher/2012/10/10/9d0a891e-12e7-11e2-a16b-2c110031514a_page.html
http://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2011/12/syrias-war-against-children/249941/


  
        

   
Directions:  step 1-Read the excerpt from:  

“9 questions about Syria you were too embarrassed to ask” By Max Fisher, Published: 8/29/2013, The Washington Post 

              Step 2-paraphrase the excerpt in your own words 

                          and prepare to discuss in class seminar 

 

Why hasn’t the United States Fixed this yet?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Because it can’t.  There are no viable options. Sorry. 

The military options are all bad. Shipping arms to rebels, even if it helps them 

topple Assad, would ultimately empower jihadists and worsen rebel in-fighting, 

probably leading to lots of chaos and possibly a second civil war (the United 

States made this mistake during Afghanistan’s early 1990s civil war, which 

helped the Taliban take power in 1996). Taking out Assad somehow would 

probably do the same, opening up a dangerous power vacuum. Launching 

airstrikes or a “no-fly zone” could suck us in, possibly for years, and probably 

wouldn’t make much difference on the ground. An Iraq-style ground invasion 

would, in the very best outcome, accelerate the killing, cost a lot of U.S. lives, 

wildly exacerbate anti-Americanism in a boon to jihadists and nationalist 

dictators alike, and would require the United States to impose order for years 

across a country full of people trying to kill each other. Nope. 

The one political option, which the Obama administration has been pushing for, 

would be for the Assad regime and the rebels to strike a peace deal. But there’s no 

indication that either side is interested in that, or that there’s even a viable 

unified rebel movement with which to negotiate.” 

 

Paraphrase in your own words 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

 

___________________________________ 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/max-fisher/2012/10/10/9d0a891e-12e7-11e2-a16b-2c110031514a_page.html


  

 
Directions:  step 1-Read the excerpt from:  

“What’s happening in Syria and when will the violence end?” BBC  8.27.2013  

              Step 2-paraphrase the excerpt in your own words 

                          and prepare to discuss in class seminar 

 

Suspected use of Chemical weapons? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There has been increasing pressure on the international community to act after allegations came out that chemical 

weapons are being used in the war. Syria, however, has denied using chemical weapons, which are banned under 

international law because the effects of their use are so horrific. But in August 2013, a suspected chemical attack just 

outside the Syrian capital, Damascus, caused a strong reaction from the likes of America, Britain and France. Now, 

those countries are debating how best to react to the deepening crisis. Syria's government categorically denied the use 

of chemical weapons, saying: "there is no country in the world that uses a weapon of ultimate destruction against its 

own people." 

 

 

 

Paraphrase  

in 

your own 

words. 

\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23786497
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23786497
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23791283
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/23791283


  

 
Directions:  step 1-Read the excerpt from:  

“What’s happening in Syria and when will the violence end?” BBC  8.27.2013  

              Step 2-paraphrase the excerpt in your own words 

                          and prepare to discuss in class seminar 

 

Is there any help from other countries? 

 

 
“Following the suspected chemical attack, Britain began planning a possible 

military response. The British and American governments are working 

together on a plan, which is very unlikely to involve sending soldiers into the 

country. The United Nations has been very critical of the violence - but can't 

agree on how to help the ordinary people of Syria. 

They sent peace monitors into Syria in April 2012 as part of a peace plan, but 

they had to pull out after it became too dangerous. The UN hasn't sent in any 

armed troops to Syria. 

For that to happen, all the members countries of the UN have to agree - but 

Russia and China have so far blocked any moves to do this. 

Russia in particular has strong ties with President Assad's Syrian government 

and have helped them by supplying weapons. 

Britain and France have been pushing for the ability to send weapons to the 

rebels, saying it would encourage the Syrian government towards coming up 

with a solution to the conflict. 

But there's a big debate about whether sending weapons is the right way to 

end the war. There's no way of telling who might get hold of the weapons.” 

 

Paraphrase in your own 

words. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


